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branches of which went deep into the ground and in course of time it be-
came such a mighty tree that nobody on earth could uproot it. Satyagraha
was the essence of human life and conduct, and he was sure that the move-
ment would unite the two great communities of India as nothing else could
do. Hindus and Mahomedans should treat each other as their own brothers.
The Hindus must sympathize with the Mahomedans in their troubles and the
Mahomedans should feel the same pain as their Hindu brethren did in their
troubles. They should by every means in their power strengthen their friend-
ship and reduce to a nullity any cause of difference of opinion among them.
He, however, did not think that the fraternization which they witnessed there
that morning and that which had taken place at Delhi the other day meant
that the Mahomedans and Hindus all over the country had fraternized. In order
to cement the bond of friendship which now existed, he suggested that they
should in the near future meet at a mosque or some other place of worship or
any other place and take a vow of eternal friendship. He concluded by thank-
ing the Mahomedans for the opportunity they had given the Hindus that
morning of meeting them and showing them their friendship.

The Bombay Chronicle, 7-4-1919
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Mahatma Gandhi, addressing the meeting, said he had intended to speak
before them at some length, but he was sorry he was not able to do so as he
had just received an urgent message calling him on some very important
business. He had just heard that some untoward incident had occurred near
the Market.2 The police seemed to have made some mistake or possibly the
people had committed the mistake; but before leaving the meeting, he would
appeal to the women of India to co-operate with the men in the constitutional
fight which they were waging against the Rowlatt legislation. Just as a man,
with one half of his body inactive, could not do anything properly, so the
Indian body would not be able to do its work properly if one half of it,
namely, the women, remained inactive, and so he would appeal to his sis-
ters of India to join the satyagraha movement in large numbers.

The Bombay Chronicle, 7-4-1919

1 Ladies of all classes and communities held   a  meeting at  the China
Baug to record their emphatic protest against the Rowlatt legislation. Mrs.
Jayakar presided.
2  Vide "Letter to Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoolla", 8-4-1919.